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Title: Harvest- Manjula Padmanabhan
Objectives
* To understand the various features of Indian English Drama.
* To comprehend the postcolonial drama.
* To know about the futuristic play.

* To acquaint with the globalization and its disastrous impacts on the developing countriés.

* To understand the themes, motifs and symbols of the play 'Harvest'.

Introduction

Manjula Padmanabhan wrote this play in 1997 for Onassis Theatre Competition held in
Greece on the challenges facing humanity in the next century. The play is about the

exploitation of the poor nations by the rich through the sale of body parts. The action unfolds
in 2010 in Bombay (Mumbai), where the transplant donors are cast
receivers as North American, The play 'Harvest'

Ma, Jaya, and Jeetu, Om Prakash is ready to tr.

as Indian and the
tells the story of poor family of Om Prakash.

ansplant his organs to Inter Planta Services to
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: lay opens with Om's search for new ‘1
replaced by machine like other jobless employees. The play op

job with other thousand unemployed people. Ma and Jaya are seen waiting for'Om WiVS

about to come after job-hunting. Consequently, he falls to victim to the flourishing organ
transaction international trade. Om comes back and begins to describe how he has been

selected for a different kind of job. He narrates the mechanical instructions at the time of -h.IS
selection procedure. There begins the commanding influence of the machines in human life.

His selection as a candidate is completely controlled by the machines functioning at different
levels. Being unskilled employee, Om's body is the only asset for him in order to get a job.

The InterPlanta Services is the agency working in the orgam transplantation. It requires the

organ donors who are ready to donate their body organs in exchange of money.

The agency works for the rich American receivers who are in need of organ transplant. Om
has to undergo certain precautionary measures before donating his organs to the agency. The
InterPlanta Services check the bodies of the candidate before selection with machines as if

they are inanimate things. The men in line were ordered and monitored by the instructions
being given by the faceless machines. As they were selected, they were given packets with
essential things to remain in contact with the agency. Om describes the selection procedure of
thousand jobless people who were crammed in a building like a big machine as if they are
ammals. Their condition reminds the Jews treated in the concentration camps of Nazi
militaries. He describes the inhuman treatment given t th i :

sort of rain burst. I wonder if | am dreaming! "fhe wateri?:ostizy g gy anelThen a

. ! ented. Then cold. Then hot
air. Then again the water. [t stings a little, this second water.

Smells like some medicine. Then
air again. Then we pass through another place....I don't kno

» get another prick- Pissshhh!
your head his side, look at a light that side, (L.i.-16)
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Characterization

Jeetu

Jeetu is seventeen, handsome younger brother of Om. He is dashing, easy going, and loveable
person. Like Om, he also suffers from poverty. He prefers an immoral profession of male-
prostitution to survive in the hard circumstances.always keeps himself away from his family.
He enjoys his freedom of choice and solitary way of life. He does not get enough attention by
his family due to his immoral profession. Om is selected for a new job only after he registers
himself as a bachelor although he is married to Jaya. As a prerequisite condition, he has to
record the names of his family members to the InterPlanta Services. In order to maintain his

job, Om presets Jaya as his sister and wife of his brother, Jeetu. They declare Jeetu as a
businessperson who is away from home for a business purpose.

When Jaya secretly meets Jeetu on the roof of the tenement, she tells him about thejr changed

relations. She also informs him about Om's new job as a donor of organs. Jeetu has heard

about it as Om has sold himself to the rich Americans for the sake of money. He receives
neither love nor affection from his family. Ma hates him and J

aya for their behavior as she
remarks in the Act I, Scene 1:

Om Prakash -

ife, so when it i
This play feels nice
after signing up as organ donor, leading a happy and he
but what lies underneath

no difficulty or problem in doing so.

1s when Om and his small family starts to enjoy theijr new lifestyles
they also start to deny the consequences, ’

By seeing the fi

nancial situations of O and hj
necessity to life. In this play,

dollar for this family,
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Themes

Reflection of cyber culture

Padmanabhan's play, Harvest, written in 1997, has a futuristic setting in a Bombay of the year

2010. Cyber culture provides clues to the spread of globalization and technology that the First
World uses as tools of exploitation to dominate in transactions with the Third World. In the
postmodern world, the cyber culture is spread throughout the cybernetic circuit. In the play,
the Contact Module is one of them that perform an instrumental role in avoiding the actual
physical existence of Ginni, simultaneously enabling her to monitor the daily activities of Om
and his family members. It allows her to maintain her safe distance from the unsanitary
conditions of the site of colonization (or production) i.e. the home of the Prakash family.

First World versus Third World:

Harvest delineates the relationship between the first and the third worlds, focusing on the

fundamental practice of globalization and its impacts. The first world exploits the third world
for its rich resources in every sector. It survives and expands, on the basis of new advanced
technology and capitalism. In the play, Virgil, the forei gner buys Om Prakash's organs. Virgil
represents the first and Om is the mouthpiece of the third world nations. The

play shows an
unemployed man [Om] selling the rights of his body parts to a buyer [Virgil] in the United

Tesources essential for the growth and
development of the first world. The econom

y of the world hag changed with the
industrialization, and globalization. The fi

It world countries haye developed thejr own
the technological advances, laboyr is carried out
S obtained elsewhere, The first worlg counties

missive, and poverty stricken Population as it is

economy of labour force management. With

by non-human means ang human labour j
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Reflection of cyber culture
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Conclusion

This chapter is designed to be a review of the critical analysis of Padmanabhan's plays which
have been discussed throughout the study. The goal of this chapter is to show how the various
aspects of analysis may be synthesized into a coherent, total examination of play. While
reading Manjula Padmanabhan's plays we are reminded of Rousseau's observation: ... Man

is by nature good, and the acts and institutions of civilization have produced perverted
expression of his true nature"

» and also of Shakespeare's well-known, often quoted lines:
"... All the World's a stage

And all the men and women merely players".

These two epigraphs succinctly but aptly

describe the human condition as it obtains today,
Human beings seem to play various roles which are culturally attributed to them, In doing so,
they get alienated from their real nature. This seems to be the basic cause for all the problems
that they have been facing since the dawn of civilization. And drama truly re

flects the cultural
deformity of human life more than any other genre of literature does.

ian arts
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